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Purpose:  Taste buds on your tongue’s surface detect how salty, sweet, sour, or bitter food is when it is mixed with saliva.  In this lab, you will attempt to locate the areas of your tongue that are most sensitive to detecting these different flavors.

Materials:  1)  4 cups

2) 2 Q-tips

3) paper towel

Procedure:  1)  Label each of 4 cups:

A) sweet

B) sour

C) salty

D) bitter


         2)  Obtain or make each of the following solutions:

A) sweet = sugar in water

B) sour = lemon juice in water

C) salty = salt in water                  



D) bitter = baking soda
4) Close your eyes and stick out your tongue while your partner quickly touches a wet Q-tip to each of the following areas of your tongue.  Your partner should touch the Q-tip to each of the following areas of your tongue in this order:

      1.  tip 

       2.  middle/center

       3.  middle/back

       4.  side/back

       5.  side/front



5) You should remember where you could strongly taste the solution at each of the five areas.  
**Important notes:

1.  Do not dip the Q-tip that has been used in another solution into a new solution.  This will contaminate the solution.

2.  Do not dip the Q-tip more than once.

3.  Do not put your finger or anything else in the cups.

4.  Do not spit……..anywhere!

5.  In between flavors, swallow until the taste is gone.

6.  Dab the 5 spots in the same order every time.

7.  As you dab each spot, make a mental note at which spots you could strongly taste something.

8.  Use the two ends of the Q-tip to test two different flavors.

Data:










































































































































































































































Conclusions:  On the diagrams below, label the areas which were most sensitive to each type of taste.
Word list:      salty                brain                    bitter
             sour 


                        sweet                     nerve              taste buds
Middle front	middle		middle back	side back	side front	
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