Covalent Bonding & Drawing Lewis Dot Structures

Covalent Bonds = formed by the sharing of 1 or more pairs          
                              of electrons

Steps to Drawing Lewis Structures:

1)  Count the number of valence e- on each atom

2)  Determine the number of bonds each atom “wants”  
     (# of unpaired e-)

3)  Place the atom that wants the most bonds in “center”

4)  Place other atoms and connect with bonds

5)  Use dots to indicate e- pairs that are not involved in bonds

6)  Create multiple bonds between atoms as necessary

7)  Make sure that each atom is “happy”

