Activity:  What is Your Zodiac Sign?
Purpose:  Explore the zodiac constellations in their current form.

Key Words:  Constellation = a shape in the sky made from stars
                       Astrology = a belief that the constellations at our birth determine our future
                       Zodiac = Constellations on the path of the sun
            Zodiac sign = the constellation that is supposed to determine your personality and future

Background Information:  You may know your astrological sign.  Some people believe that these signs tell us things about our personalities and future.  Every day newspapers and websites display horoscopes that tell us what sign we are.  But what is an astrological sign?

Constellations are shapes made in the sky from drawing imaginary lines between stars.  Astrological signs are determined by the constellation the sun is in when you are born.  The constellations that the sun passes through are called the Zodiac.

Thousands of years ago, people made charts to show what days the sun is in each constellation of the Zodiac.  The idea is, find your birthday, and the chart tells you your Zodiac sign, which is supposed to tell you about your future.

Things have changed in the last two thousand years.  The Earth has moved, and the constellations are not in the exact same place anymore.  Also, they left a constellation out of the original chart.  We will look at how wrong these charts are.

Questions:
1)  Below is the original chart of Zodiac signs.  Find the two dates that your birthday is in between.  Circle your Zodiac sign.
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2)  Look at the constellations along the ecliptic (path of the sun on the celestial sphere).  Which [image: image1.jpg]Capricorn
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Zodiac sign is missing?    ________________________
                                         


















3) What is your actual Zodiac sign?   ____________________
      1.  Go to inthesky.org/skymap.php
      2.  Put your birthday in “date”
      3.  Put 12:00 in “time”
      4.  Above “search for object” uncheck “show daylight”
      5.  Under “show constellation” check “boundaries”
      6.  Under “search for object” type “sun”
      7.  Find the name of your Zodiac sign by finding the name in the blue in the same red square 
            as the sun

4)  Was your sign the same as the one in the chart on the first page?  If it was different, what caused the change?




5)  If someone makes predictions of your future based on your Zodiac sign, do you think their predictions are meaningful?  Why or why not?
